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Have ye ſeen this man that is come up? 
Surely to defy Iſrael is he come up. 1 Sam. 17, 25. 
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Diau i waradwyddo Iſrael y mae yn dyfod i fynu. BI CyMBAEG. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Letter which is now made public, was 
offered to the Editor of a country paper of confider- 
able circulation in the Dioceſe of St. Davids, but 
was refuſed inſertion for the reaſons contained in 
the following polite note, with which the Edi tor 
avoured the Author ;— 


9 


« I received your Addreſs to Dr. Horſely, and 
« regret that my conviction that its inſertion would 


« prove detrimental to the paper, ſhould TM me 
to return it, 


« The Biſhop muſt have many friends in his 

* Dioceſe, and perhaps ſome of conſequence. Any 
thing like an attack upon him will therefore cer- 
* tainly occaſion more than his reſentment alone: 
* and it muſt be the duty as well as intereſt of an 


Editor to conciliate all, or at leaſt to offend none . 
if poſſible. 


e The principles of the Addreſs, if publiſhed, 
would, no doubt, be attempted to be contro- 
verted; and the conſequence of the diſcuſſion, 
however favourable to one ſide or the other, would 

« probably 


. 


4 #3 
ee probably be experienced by the paper, in the 
e enmity of thoſe who might have the worſt of the 


argument. „ - 


« Tn addition to theſe reaſons, I have ſever 
« times ſuppreſſed or returned communications on 
the other ſide of the queſtion, and it would by ny 
« means be conſiſtent with candour to admit after. 
* wards thoſe of a contrary deſcription. 


« Anxious to merit your good opinion, 


« I remain, Sir, 
L 


9 * Your very humble Servant. - 
« Aug. 11th, 1790.” | : 
| | 
g 

J forbear to make any comments on the ab 
Letter, and ſhall only inform the Reader, that. g 
| ſolemn aſſurance was given on my part, and thi 4 
of my friends, that whatever might be the 1ſſut! * 
the controverſy, ſo far as we were concerned, fl Lo 
paper ſhould ſuffer ns detriment. 5 
| low 
* ing 
in v 
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TO THE 


LORD BISHOP of St. DAVID. 


My Los, 


Native of your Lordſhip's Dioceſe pre- 
ſumes to addreſs you, and to return 
you his moſt ſincere thanks for the Charge 
you delivered to your Clergy; which, to his 

great joy, he hears will ſpeedily bepubliſhed. 


It is not, my Lord, that the contents of 
your Charge are conformable to his ſenti- 
ments, or that it 1s poſſible he ſhould with 
ſucceſs to the deſigns there propoſed; your 
Lordſhip having, as he 1s informed, laid 
down directions, and ordered them to be fol- 
lowed, which are to ruin for ever the Diſſent- 
ing cauſe; to reduce it to that forlorn ſtate, 
in which, to uſe your Lordihip' s own forcible 
expreſſions, . he Diſſenter in his conven- 

A 2 8 ticle 
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«2 2 preach to bare walls, and the 
« Field Preacher bellow to the empty air.” 
Let it not be matter of wonder, my Lord, 
that ſome alarm has been taken; that ſome 
men have been rouſed; ſeeing the cauſe which ¶ ſu 
has ſo often experienced your Lordſhip's at- m 
tacks, has taken too deep poſſeſſion of the 
minds of many able perſons, to ſuffer them 

to ſtand ſtill, while they behold its deſtruc- ha 
tion deliberately aimed at. That cauſe they Ml lo, 
deem too important to be expoſed to the leaſt Wh vit 
injury, if any exertions they can put forth no 
are able to ward it off ;—a cauſe, my Lord, ¶ are 
which they look upon as having been con- we 
nected, from its firſt origin, with the deareſt 
rights of Britons ;* with all in loyalty, that 
18 manly and conſiſtent with the public wel- 
fare; in every period, with much of piety and 
ſeriouſneſs; and, in the preſent luminous 
æra of its hiſtory, with the higheſt eminence 
in ſcience and learning.” Attached as we are 
to this cauſe, and violent as your attacks 
upon it are ſaid to have been, ſtill, my Lord, 
as friends to religious truth, it is matter of 
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a Vide note A. d Vide note B. 
high 
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high ſatisfaction to us, that a name of ſo 


| much celebrity, as that of your Lordſhip, 
| ſhould appear in this remote corner of the 


kingdom, to roule a ſpirit of enquiry on a 
ſubject ſo unfaſhionable, and yet of ſo much 
moment, as that of religion.* | 


We are obliged to you, my Lord, for 
having ſounded the trump of war ſo loud; 


loud enough indeed to awake to life and aCti- 


vity, the moſt torpid and inanimate. It is 
not merely with loſs and devaſtation that we 
are threatened ; entire demolition is the leaſt 
we are taught to expect. We commend your 
zeal, my Lord; we extol your ſpirit ; we 
applaud your openneſs ; but we cannot think 
ſo highly of your diſcretion ; nor can we any 
way bring ourſelves greatly to dread your 
threats, We are however averſe to incurring 
the charge of remiſsneſs, and to let paſs an 
opportunity, ſo handſomely offered us by 
your Lordſhip, of holding forth to public 
view the principles on which we act, and 
for which we are ſo hardly judged by the un- 


© Yide note C. | 
| informed 
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informed and the prejudiced among our fel. 
 low-ſubjects. Since we are perſuaded, my 
Lord, (whether it be deluſion or not, let the 
public examine and judge) that the more we 
and our principles are known, the more will 
our cauſe flouriſh, and our beſt views, re- 
ſpecting the civil and religious rights of man- 
kind, be anſwered. 


For the above reaſons it is, my Lord, that Ml ; 
we know not where to find terms ſufficiently WW + 
ſtrong, to expreſs the ſenſe of gratitude ve - 
feel towards Heaven, for bleſſing this Dioceſ: WM d 
with a prelate like your Lordſhip; and our 


c 

prayer is, that it may ſeem good to the ſame 

benign Providence which placed you here, to 
ordain that your reſidence in theſe parts be e. 
of long continuance.* Indeed the ſervice yu m 
were of to our oppoſition candidate, in his ri 
election for a reſpectable county borough in m 
your Lordſhip's dioceſe, is a ſtep which we fl 
truſt will do much towards ſecuring us this re 
blefling.* It is matter of joy to us when ſuch er 


Churchmen as your Lordfhip are fixed in oui of 


Vide note DO. * Vide note E. f Vide note F. 
vicinity; 
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vicinity; not that we diſlike good neighbour- 


| hood, but that we are ſenſible, how much the 
| happineſs and glory of nations are promoted 


by the ſpread of truth. Beſides, my Lord, 
good temper may be preſerved, and good offi- 
ces mutually rendered,“ amidſt the greateſt 
differences, be they theological or political. 


It is a misfortune, that perſons of liberality 
do not always bear this in mind. Then would 
they leſs frequently indulge that rancour and 
animoſity which univerſally degrade the in- 
dividual, and which do no ſervice to any 
cauſe. 


Though we know your Lordſhip to be an 
experienced warrior; endued with an uncom- 
mon ſhare of proweſs; deeply {killed in ſpi- 


ritual tactics; intimately acquainted with the 


manceuvres of controverſial war ; and highly 

fluſhed by well-rewarded labours; we are | 
reſolved to make a ſtand, and promiſe, that 
ere much time elapſes after the appearance 


of your charge, to lay before your Lordſhip 


e Vide note G. 
| reaſons 
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reaſons to prove that our cauſe ſtands upon 
grounds, which the methods you propoſed 
cannot materially affect; that it has in it, 
what will enſure its permanence, and what 
probably, in the courſe of its progreſs, will 
prove deſtructive to laviſh eſtabliſhments 
and tyrannical hierarchies ; what will releaſe Þ 
mankind from the heavy oppreſſion under 
which they at preſent labour, and the illegal 
uſurpations to which they are conſtrained to 
ſubmit; what will reſtore to them civil and 
religious freedom, in that large extent which 
the benevolent Philanthropiſt ardently looks 
for; and which, if preſent appearances be 
allowed to have any weight, may reaſonably 
be expected, at no diſtant period, very gene- 
rally to take place. 


We ſhall undertake this taſk without the 
leaſt reluctance; we cheerfully ſhall enter the 
liſts; we have no fear of being vanquiſhed; 
our cauſe is ſuch as to excouge — appre- 
henſion of that kind. 


On 


„ | 

On your Lordſhip's ſide, we are well aware 
the greater numbers will range themſelves ; 
your cauſe will be ſet off by a greater diſplay 

of learning, by an air of ſuperior dignity ; 

and will have the additional advantage of de- 

riving dazzling luſtre from the high rank of 

your Lordſhip. On the contrary, my Lord, 
ve well know, that on our fide, nothing muſt 
be looked for but truth, —truth ſimple and 
unadorned, dreſſed in her native, plain, and 
homely garb. Matters being thus, we are 
not without ſtrong hopes, that of the moſt _ 
liſintereſted and ingenuous, who ſhall ob- 
ſerve our reſpective movements, not a few 
ill be induced to approve of our cauſe, to 
own its juſtice, and to enliſt themſelves on 
our ſide. | . 


r . 3 5 


If this hope be preſumptuous, it is at leaſt 
vorth while to take the field, were it only to 
revent inroads being made into the territories 
e already hold; and to muſter together our 
orces, were it only to remove the alarms ex- 
ted by your Lordſhip's preparations, - pre- 
arations which have no leſs an object in 

view, 
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view, than the utter diſcomfiture of our 
whole party. If even this be too much for 
us to hope, and, contrary to what we look 
upon as the beſt-warranted expectations, the 
heavy fate await us of ſeeing your Lordſhip) 
ſchemes ſucceed, and it be our hard lot to 
behold their operations terminating in our 
total overthrow, Heaven, I truſt, will grant 
us reſignation, and we ſhall conſole ourſelve 
with the conviction of having obeyed : 
good conſcience, and of having acted in con- 
formity to our beſt views. Should a cala. 
mity ſo dire befall us, I truſt we ſhall nor 
ſo act, as in ſuch a turn of affairs to har 
nothing to upbraid ourſelves with. But ſuch 


a mournful reverſe we apprehend the mo tt 
improbable, whether we look to the whole Peek 
our hiſtory, or only to that part of it, witiMhoſc 


which your Lordſhip's theological career ho- 
been connected. 
You 

Torpidity, my Lord, is what we mour u 
dread ; the zeal and perſecuting ſpirit of youlFay ye 
Arr. ſo far from diſſerving us, have Mem tc 


general — of the greateſt benefit to uf ey 
the 


(28-3 
(they have uſually been the means of bringing 
large acceſſions to our body ; they have ſup- 
plied it with freſh animation, and augmented 


ts firmneſs and vigour. Witneſs the days of 
harles II. and thoſe of Queen Anne. 


We rejoice in the chaige your Lordſhip 
ade in your ſtudies, and congratulate you 
pon it. What ſignifies, my Lord, poring 
ver mathematics? Mathematicians, either 
00 envious, or wanting in diſcernment, deign 
ot to prize your learned works.“ Philoſo- 
hers, too deficient in taſte, 2culd not liſten 
your eloquent harangues.' Diſregard 
eſe men, my Lord, and exult in the praiſes 
the clergy of St. David's ; a body more 
eek, more humble, more juſt to merit, and 
hoſe undiſſembled ſeem for your Lordſhip 
nows no bounds. 


You have, at length, my Lord, diſcovered 

Hur wiſeſt courſe ;* may you perſevere in it; 

ay you continue to deliver charges; and in 

em to explain the Parmenides of Plato, and 
* Vide note H. i Vide note I, & Vide note K. | 

| the 


EA 


compoſitions, in the ſimplicity of your di. 


the force of your reaſoning. We have lon 


which you yourſelf inform us no man ex 


bly, Melancthon borrowed the ſame ſublu 


idea ſurely could never have originated. 
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the Æneads of Plotinus; to rival theſe luci 


tion, the perſpicuity of your language, an 


admired your abilities this way, and canng 
enough wonder, that in explaining a ſubjed 


did or ever can underſtand, you ſhould ei 
actly, though unwittingly, coincide with t 
Catechiſmus ad Parochos ſet forth by author 
of the council of Trent, and with ſome a 
of the old ſchoolmen, whence, moſt prob 


ſentiment; for in a mind like his, ſuch; 


But, my Lord, I was going to tell you, t 
that part of our hiſtory, which is connec 
with your Lordſhip's theological career, 
fords us no ground for deſpondency. . 
my Lord, are very likely acquainted v 
many an ingenious perſon, who diſpaſſi 
ately examined the merits of the great qu 
tions in diſpute, between you and your il 


vide note I. 
tri 
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A &rious opponent, in the fierce controverſy,® 
Wy which the religious world was lately fo 
uch agitated. You know, I dare ſay, many 
a diſtintereſted and unbiaſſed enquirer, who 
at himſelf down, after a fair and deliberate 
examination of the merits of each ſide, tho- 
oughly perſuaded that your Lordſhip's pro- 
poſitions were fully proved. Such perſons 
may be known to you, my. Lord, but I have 
never heard of them: whereas converts of 
this deſcription, to the doctrines eſpouſed by 
your great antagoniſt, have been made with- 
out number. Your aim, moſt unhappily for 
your Lordſhip, was miſunderſtood by almoſt 
all impartial perſons, and was judged to be, 
no doubt moſt wrongfully, to fetter the 
minds of men, to obſtruct the progreſs of 
ſpreading light, and to ſerve the cauſe of 
M abſurdity and ſuperſtition, in order toeſtabliſh 
and confirm the dominion of the prieſthood. 


From obſerving the effects of your Lord- 
"if hip's interference in paſt inſtances, we 
u Videnote M. 

CT cheriſh 
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cheriſh ſtrong confidence, that the cauſe, the 
overthrow of which you are now planning, 
will be ſtrengthened by the attempts you ar: 
meditating GE it. 


We eſteem, among thoſe who have dont 
moſt good to our cauſe, a Laud, a Stilling- 
fleet, an Atterbury, a Sacheverel, and 1 
Horſley; while a Tillotſon, a Burnet, a 
Clarke, and a Hoadley, have hindered mo! 
its progreſs. The piety, Chriſtian ſpirit, and 
amiable manners of theſe bright luminaries, 
made great abuſes appear little, made the 
heavy yoke of ſpiritual oppreſſion feel light, 
and diſpoſed the moſt enlightened men to 
treat with tenderneſs the errors and corrup- 
tions which they had too much diſcernment 
not to ſee, and too much concern for the 
| honour of religion not to acknowledge and 
lament. a 


We intend then, my Lord, courageouſly to 
take the field, and to ſet up our little banners 
in oppoſition to your Lordſhip's towering 


» Yide note N. ? Vide note O. 
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ſtandard. Weak and imbecile as we are, it 


[is reſolved by us, to fight to the laſt pro aris 
& focrs; and if we are unable to ſeize the 


triumph, your Lordſhip will have a glorious 
victory, as we are determined it ſhall be a 
dear-bought one. 


We intend moſt carefully to obſerve the 
laws of arms, to conſult the niceſt points of 
honour, to introduce as little as poſſible of 
what is perſonal. If well-known facts, that 
cannot be pleaſant, are occaſionally brought 
forward, they ſhall be touched * in the 
gentleſt manner. 


F ok my Lord, in this combat, we beg 
that our reſpective cauſes be not judged of by 
their conformity to the decrees of councils, 
the bulls of Popes, nor yet to the opinions 
of heathen philoſophers, nor the practices of 
heathen temples; neither by their agreement 
with the doctrines of Plato, nor the worſhip 
of the Capitol; but as they are conſonant to 


» Yide note P. 
C23 the 
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the fimple Word of God, the writings of 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. 4 Alſo as we would 
not be altogether unmindful of perſonal repu- 
tation, we propoſe that the merits of the 
combatants be fairly tried; that inſulting 
vaunts, confident boaſts, hardy aſſertions, 
elaborate phraſes, and pompous words, be of 
no weight ; that the palm be given on that 
ſide, where appear the moſt facts, the ſound- 
eſt principles, the faireſt arguments, and the 
moſt clear and concluſive inductions. 


Theſe preliminaries being ſettled, we ſnal 
wait till your Lordſhip, having already given 
the ſignal, commences the aſſault * the pro- 
jection of your charge. 


In the mean time, my Lord, farewell. 
Wiſhing all that the moſt generous adverſaries 
can be ſuppoſed to wiſh, that your Lordſhip 
may fight bravely, and that neither ſide yield, 


© Vide note . Vide note R. 


till 


| nuity and learning; 
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till the cauſe it ſupports have. exhauſted, after 
the beſt management, its whole ſtock of inge- 


I am, My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt humble Servant, 


A WELSH FREEHOLDER. 
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IF your Lordſhip ſhould think it degrading 
to do any thing in this buſineſs, excepting 
merely to begin the onſet ; we ſhall be happy 
to meet any ſubordinates which you may ap- 
point to appear agdinſt us. If they be now 
and then aſſiſted by your Lordſhip, we ſhall 
make no complaints; but only amuſe our- 
ſelves with finding out the inſtances, in which 
they would ſeem to have uſed their own eyes, 
and thoſe in which they borrowed your Lord- 
ſnip's. But be aſſured, my Lord, we ſhall not 


* Vide note S, 
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expoſe to the public our conjectures, ſince it 
would no doubt make more for your Lord. 
ſhip's reputation and intereſt to take up our 
Towgoods, our Prieſtleys, our Lindſeys, our 
Prices, our Kippiſes, or our Wakefield; 
But moſt likely, my Lord, the rough treat. MW !i 
ment you have already receivef from ſome d 
| theſe impolite opponents, may indiſpoſe yo 
for making any open attacks upon them. 


Should you then condeſcend yourſelf, ti 5: 
notice the hints which a plain Ruſtic mean ''* 
to offer upon the ſubject of your charge, he 
will think himſelf highly honoured; and ha 
no favour to beg, but that you will excuft, 
my Lord, the aukwardneſs and ſtiffneſs h: 
muſt at firſt feel in conferring with a perſon- 

age of your Lordſhip's eminence and dignity, 


Written in the Dioceſe of 
St. David's, Aug. 8th, 1790. 


Ounty 


arm 


„„ 
ere 


(03 3} 


| NN 0 © 


{A) Should any one be inclined to doubt this poſition, 
let him conſult Hume's Hitt. of Eng. vol. v. p. 154, 236, 
460, as well as other parts of the ſame work. | 


ö (B) No one in the leaſt converſant with ſcience and 
. literature, need be informed of the eminent and diſtin- 
M8 cuiſhed ſervices which they have received from the Diſſen- 
ers of the preſent day. An admirable account of thoſe of 
1 Dr. Prieſtley may bh ſeen in Mr. Lindſey's Vindiciæ 
Prieſtlianæ. It is true they have been attended by no 
marks of favour or diſtinction, either from our government 
or from our univerſities, If a ſenſe of juſtice were inſuffi- 
| cient, one would think that of ſhame might have led our 
ſtateſmen, as well as thoſe corporate bodies which, with a 
view to the encouragement and ſupport of learning, have 
been entruſted with ſuch extenſive powers, and ſuch rich 
poſſeſſions, to pay more attention to men, with whoſe 
praiſes Europe reſounds, and to whoſe illuſtrious merits, 
foreign Jearned bodies are eager to pay their tributes of 
reſpect. What a pity it is, that thoſe who have the rule 
in our univerſities ſhould prevent Britiſh youth from ha- 
ving recourſe to Dr. Prieſtley's works, while the American. 
ſeminaries gladly avail themſelves of his invaluable Jabours, 


(C) We do not here refer to the ardour with which 
bis Lordſhip has ſet on foot the project of rebuilding the 
cathedral of St. David's; —a diſplay of zeal which cannot 
411 to bring to the recollection of our readers ſimilar pro- 
ects of the famous Knight of .Ja Manca. Nor yet to the 
ders his Lordſhip has given, to have the churches within 
is Dioceſe whitewaſhed and freſh painted; whereby he 
as Mappointed the eye of the antiquary, that was wont 
0 be regaled with the fight of venerable ruins, wherever a 
ountry church preſented itſelf; and alſo excited the loud 
urmurs of pariſhioners, who complain of the expence of 
verning buildings of little uſe, and who had much rather 
' WCrC1A1d out in repairing or erecting conventicles. 


* ct 
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N. B. The rage for diſſent in his Lordſhip's Dioceſe is 
_ inconceivable. The churches, except in the principal 
towns, are nearly forſaken. In moſt pariſhes, there is a 
place of worſhip frequented by ſeparatiſts from the eſtabliſh. 
ment; in ſome two or three, and in others even four; the 
miniſters of which are as well qualified to inſtruct the peo- 
ple, who attend on them, in the principles and practice of 
religion, as the generality of the Welſh clergy. No won- 
der then the churches are falling into decay, and the inha. 
bitants are averſe to repair them. c 

| Query.—Seeing the people in Wales are ſo much dif. it 
poſed to provide for themſelves in matters of religion,. 
would aſk, with all proper deference, whether the expence 
of an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment might not be ſpared in 
this part of his Majeſty's dominions? 


D) Under like obligations with thoſe of the people d *" 
South- Wales to the Biſhop of St. David's, are the people 
of England to that enlightened, conſiſtent, and gratefi 

ſtateſman William Pitt; who, by repeatedly at . the 

repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, has been the in- 
ſtrument of the greateſt ſervice to the Diſſenters. This 


oppoſition has put them upon ſearching more into the natu car 
of their own principles, and examining the grounds on tho 
which their cauſe ſtands, It has kept alive diſcuſſion. . whi 
has given riſe to important enquiries into the juſtice, utility, that 
and expediency of that eſtabliſhment, which, it is ſaid, cat 
only be ſupported by oppreſſing Diſſenters, and debarring 
them of their civil rights, . 
We would, however, take the liberty of recommendin! 
to the attention of our peerleſs Stateſman, the following (e 
paſſage, taken from a great writer of the preſent day: teſt] 
At a time when the leaders of adminiſtration had if * ule, 
* contrary intereſt, they were reſtrained by the fear d avs 
diſpleaſing the Clergy. Governments do not ſufficient] "Tak 
* know, how much real importance they acquire, bo! we! 
„with the people whom they govern, and with foreig 1 
* nations, by ſuch illuſtrious acts of individual juſtic _ COTA 
miſgr 


* and how much more ſure the ſupport of public opinic: 
te 10 


ntl 
bot 


tice 


ni0! 
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« js, than the deference paid them by certain bodies of 
« men, rarely capable of gratitude, and part of whoſe 
« authority over the vulgar mind, it would be more politic 
« to take away by theſe great examples, than to augment, 
« by proving, in the reſpect which they themſelves pay to 
« them, the fears which ſuch bodies inſpire.” 


Vide de Condorcet's Life of Voltaire, vol. i. p. 327. 


(E) We have reaſon to be apprehenſive that the Clergy 
of St. David's will not unite with us in this prayer, unleſs 
it be compoſed by his Grace of Canterbury, and appointed 
to be read in all the churches, 


(F) Conſult the debates on the repeal of the Corporation 
and Teſt Acts, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; in which 
it will be ſeen, that Mr. Fox's eloquence was moſt happily 
and ſucceſsfully diſplayed, in doing ample juſtice to the 
Biſhop's zeal. | . | 

A propoſal has been made by Mr. Courtenay, highly 
deſerving the attention of thoſe liberal and patriotic ſtateſ- 
men Mr. P—t and Lord H y, that a tribunal be inſti- 
tuted, which is to take cognizance of the orthodoxy of the 
candidates for ſeats in Parliament; at which Dr. H 
ſhould be appointed to preſide, - The beſt field this, in 
which to diſplay his talents; eſpecially as it is not likely 
that the inquiſition will ever be revived in this country.— 


Vide Mr. Courtenay's Letter to Dr. Prieſtley, in 
which proper reproof is given to the Diflenters for 
their reſtleſs turbulent ſpirit. | 


(G) Happy ſhould we be, were it in our power to bear 


teſtimony that the good Biſhop had not erred againſt this 
rule. His refuſing to ordain perſons who had been educa- 
ted under a Diſſenting Miniſter, to whoſe claſſical abilities 
many clergy and gentlemen of the dioceſe are ready to 
bear honourable teſtimony, and to whom the eſtabliſnment 
has been indebted for the education of ſeveral miniſters, 
affords a melancholy inſtance of the lengths into which 
miſguided zcal may hurry even the mee# Chriſtian. 


(H) It 


( 26 ) 
(H) It has been ſaid, that it was once obſerved to: 


great Prelate of the preſent day, that his mathematical 
comments on the works of a celebrated philoſopher were 


11 every where held in great repute, except at C—mb—ge; 1 

" and there have been malicious critics, who have repre. 

71 ſented them, as in many inſtances trifling and imper. 

1 ſect; as exhibiting proofs of want of acquaintance with the [ 

; y ancients, and too great freedom with the moderns ; there 2 

1 are alſo who aſſert, that ſome of the demonſtrations he ſup- p 
| I. 


plied in a former work were ungeometric. 


= 


| | | 1 
(I) This refers to ſome rude treatment Dr. H— met n 
with in the Royal Society; where, notwithſtanding bis in 


I great eloquence, the clamours of the philoſophers were ſuch m 
i | as to reduce him to ſilence, | p. 
. Whoever would be fully acquainted with the heinouſngls by 
f of this treatment, muſt peruſe Dr. Kippis's accbunt of the | 


Diſputes in the Royal Society, particularly the latter part WW wi 
of that work. | I 


(K) The rapid advance which Dr. H has of late th: 
years experienced, puts this matter beyond all doubt. The fon 
ſtudies to which, it ſhould ſeem from the manner in which ing 
he choſe to act in the late controverſy, he had paid the leait Ml fafc 
attention, have turned out to the beſt account; the cir- tur 
cumſtance of his having uſed every method he could deviſe ¶ caft 
to ſink a character the greateſt this age can boaſt of, was IM anſi 
far from being any impediment to him in the road of pre— 
ferment. | | 


(L) This refers to an opinion avowed by his Lordſhip, 
that the exiſtence of the Son flows neceſlarily from the Di- 
vine intelle& exerted on itſelf. 


It is much to be defired, that his Lordſhip would con- 
deſcend to inform us, what analogy reconciled his great 
mind to this ſublime notion. If his ſuperior ſagacity have 
= diſcovered that it has its foundation in any natural appear- 
ances, the diſcovery may be of the greateſt importance; J“ 
may even form an era in natural hiſtory ; may even rival, Nun tits 


&d 


* , N 4 2 
4 1 
Rr 
— 
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f (% 
if not exceed, any of thoſe by which his illuſtrious adver- 
ſary ſtands diſtinguiſhed ; and may deſerve to be numbered 


with thoſe bright and luminous ones, which characterize 


the Diſcourſe on the principle of vitality in man. 


(M) With this controverſy many of my readers, in this 
part of the country, may be unacquainted. Such I may be 
allowed to inform, that Dr. Prieſtley, ſome years ago, 
publiſhed a work in 2 vols. 8vo. entitled, The Hiftory of 
the Corruptions of Chriſtianity ; wherein he ſhews how, and 
when, the doctrines of the Trinity, Incarnation, Atone- 
ment, &c. were firſt deviſed ; at what time, and by whom, 
introduced into the Chriſtian Church. This work, as 
might have been expected, created great alarm: very pom- 
pous ſtrictures were made upon it, in a Charge delivered 
by Dr. Horſley to the clergy of St. Alban's. This charge 
was anſwered in a ſeries of Letters by Dr. Prieſtley ; to 
which Dr. Horſley replied in another ſeries of letters, in 
which he ſeemed to have loſt all modeſty and reſpect, ſome 
traits of which appeared in the Charge. It would feem 
that Dr. H „little known to the public at firſt, had 
ſome dread of the ſuperior celebrity of his opponent ; find- 
ing, at length, that Dr. P. might be calumniated with 
ſafety, and even applauſe, he gave full ſcope to his native 
turn, and has proceeded to ſuch lengths, that no fair literary 
caſtigation can be deemed too ſevere for him. A maſterly 
anſwer to theſe Letters appeared; wherein Dr. Prieſtley's 
ſuperior powers and information appear in a very ſtriking 
manner, "This work has placed this ſubject, which had 
hitherto been ſo dark, in ſuch a bright light, that it may 
be expected that all perſons free from bias will, without 
heſitation, adopt the doctrines of the Divine Unity, and of 
Chriſt's ſimple humanity. Other replies and rejoinders 
followed. — Thoſe of the Biſhop do him little credit, and 
have given riſe to the moſt complete and maſterly diſplay 
of the folly of arrogant and preſumptuous pretenſions, and 
the inutility of vaunts and groundleſs boaſtings, which may 
be ſeen in Dr. Prie/tley'sLetters to the Biſhop of St. David's, 
iu his Defences of Unitarianiſm for the years 1788, and 89. 

Hows 


„ 


However, we are indebted to Dr, Horſley, as he waz 
the cauſe of Dr. Prieſtley's compoling that maſterly work, 
The Hiſtory of early Opinions concerning Chriſt, which the 
Biſhop bluſhes not to ſay, he has never read, and which he 
is as little competent to anſwer, as to write notes on the 
works of a certain great philoſopher; 


(N) If any one ſhould be diſpleaſed with me, for adding Ml 
Biſhop Horſſey's name to this goodly liſt, let him peruſe I 
his 15th letter to Dr. N and the 6th chapter of the ¶ to 
2d part of his Remarks on Dr. Prieſtley's ſecond Letters; B. 
let him alſo bear in mind that his Lordſhip is counting the 

number of Diſſenters in his dioceſe, and has ſet his curate 
upon enquiring of the Diſſenting Miniſters whether they ¶ Di 
have qualified according to law. „ 


(O) The imperfections, not to uſe a harſher term, t 
our eſtabliſhment, have been frequently ſet forth, and the “ ti 
expediency of removing them very ably ſhewn; their ig. o 
effects have been alſo exhibited; and their influence on 


individuals has given rife to many intereſting and pathetic] cj 
tales. Whoever would inform himſelf on this head, Ie 
would earneſtly recommend to his attentive peruſal, ai po 
pamphlet entitled Hints to a new Aſociation, c. which ha of 
run through four editions. ema 
From the rapid ſale of this excellent publication, we mar tri: 
infer, that the public in general are not ſo averſe to a ref by 
mation of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, as ſome woul 0 
fain make us believe. The gentle, yet maſterly manner | , 
in which not only the expediency, but the abſolute neceſ * = 
of ſuch a meaſure is ſhewn, united to the high rank of thi Un 
author, will, we truſt, do much towards bringing abou A * 
this conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed. p a 


N. B. The pamphlet is univerſally afcribed to the Dull Scr 
of G—f—n. A reply to it, entitled an Apology for the Ari that 
cles and Liiurgy of the Church of England, has been aſcribeſ on 


to Biſhop Horſley, which has been anſwered by MF vou 

* Horſley's Tracts, p. 286, &. + Ibid. p. 403, Kc. Puit 
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Wakefield, and treated in that manner, which the ſpirit of 
the publication, as well as his Lordſhip's behaviour in a late 
controverſy, might juſtly have been ſaid to provoke, 


A Defence of the Hints, &c. may be ſeen alſo in a moſt 
valuable pamphlet, entitled“ Confiderations on the Expedi- 
mcy of reviſing the Liturgy and Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, by a Conſent Protęſtant. This publication is afcribed 
to a neighbouring Prelate, Dr. Watſon, the excellent 


Biſhop of Llandaff, 


(P) This, however little to be expected from a Chriſtian 
Divine, Biſhop Horſley has been guilty of ; as may be 
collected from the following paſſages: © Upon this point 
« [whether the Trinity be an infringement of the Unity 
« the Platoniſts, whoſe acquaintance I now began to cul- 
* tivate, ſoon brought me to a right mind.“ The notion 
of a Trinity, more or leſs removed from the purity of 
© the Chriſtian faith, is found to have been a leading prin- 
 ciple in all the ancient ſchools of philoſophy, and in the 
religions of almoſt all nations; and traces of an early 
popular belief of it appear even in the abominable rites 
of idolatrous worſhip.” —Pity it was not ſuffered to 
emain there Thus (continues the Biſhop) the doc- 

trine of the Trinity is rather confirmed than diſcredite 
by the ſuffrage of the heathen ſages.” + | 


(0) How ill the Biſhop has obſerved this rule may be 
en in the paſſages quoted in note P, as well as in the fol- 


Wowing : „If you imagine (ſays Dr. H.) that the abſolute 


Unity of the Divine ſubſtance is more eaſy to be explain- 

ed than the Trinity, let me intreat you, Sir, to read the 

PARMENIDES. It is, indeed, in PLAT O's 

SCHOOL, F any where, (not in the Scriptures then?) 

that a man's eyes are molt likely to be opened to his 

own ignorance. READ THE PARMENIDES— 

You will then perhaps perceive, that that Unity, which 

muſt be the foundation of all being, is itſelf, of all things, 
e moſt myſterious and unintelligible,””* 


Tracts, p. 281. + Tracts, p. 44, 45 Trau, 55 
| cle 


/ 


„ 

Gentle reader! I would exhort thee, in the fir/? place, 
to contraſt this paſſage, with that of the Apoſtle Paul: 
« Beware Teſt any man ſpoil you, through philoſophy and i x 
<« vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi- o 
& ments of the world, and not after Chriſt.”+ _ b 


Secondly; How unhappy was it for the Jews, that they g 
were never favoured with the Revelation of the Parmenides, 
and that they were ſuffered, for ſo many centuries, to be 
miſled by the firſt command of their decalogue, © "Thou rut 
ſhalt have no other gods before me.” 


Thirdly” And are the ſummits of orthodoxy only to be 
attained by reading the Parmenides? There's great cauſe for 
fear then, that the o., o, the major pars credentium, the 
majority of Chriſtians, will in our days, as in thoſe 0: 
Juſtin Martyr and Tertullian, rebel againſt it, and give 
in to a faith more conſonant to Scripture, and more level 
with their capacities. | 


Honeſt Chriſtian! thou muſt take thy creed, on th: 
word of the Biſhop of St. David's, or read the Parmenides, 
a work which few can read, and none can underſtand,— 
Into what times are we fallen, to have our faith thus deter- 

mined by the dreams of heathen philoſophers, and the uſages 
of pagan idolatry! 


Pourthly, Is the Unity ſo myſterious, ſo incomprehen 
ſible, then it may be preſumed, that, to the conception 
of Biſhop Horſley, the Trinity, which is in eve y thing 
its contrary, muſt be proportionably plain and eaſy to bf 
underſtood. 


(R) From obſerving the grounds on which Biſho 
Horſley formerly received the applauſes of his brethre 
I thought it requiſite to propoſe theſe preliminaries. 


1 esl. u. . 


(S) I nes 


> (: 3-3 

(S) I need make no ſtrictures on the light in which 
ecclefraſtical ſubordinates are held. I ſhall only refer to that 
work, full of like curious matter, which I have had fo 
often occaſion to quote, to ſatisfy the reader; where it may 
be ſeen, that by ſubordinates, I mean the very ſame perſons 
whom his Lordſhip, when Archdeacon of St. Alban's, 

' Wl termed the /abouring part of the parochial clergy.* 


e # Horfley's Tracts, p. 3. and Dr. Kippis's account of the diſ- 
u Wyutes, &c. ad finem. 
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